
Global Wildlife Resources 
Mark R. Johnson DVM 

Wildlife Veterinarian	
	
	

HOW TO MAKE A Y POLE 
	
The Y pole is an extremely useful tool when working with 
fearful dogs.  For zoos, this tool is great to humanely 
handle or drug wolves and coyotes.  It is used as a safe 
extension of your hand to teach the dog or wolf that it is 
safe to submit and allow the Y pole to be placed across its 
neck.  From that point you either inject with a syringe pole 
or cover the head and then conduct physical exams, collect 
blood, or administer anesthetics.  For this to work, the 
handler must convey dominance with compassion and 
work in a calm and kind manner.   
 
How can I make a Y pole? 
To build a Y pole, find a welder who works with aluminum, so 
the Y pole will be both light and strong.  The handle is typically 
about 4.5 feet (1.37 meters) long.  Weld 6 inch (15cm) tines to 
the handle in the shape of a “Y” so the tines form a 70-80 degree 
angle.  This is a good size for handling most dogs.  Note that if 
the tines are too long, the dog’s head will slip out, so it is better 
to have shorter tines.  Y poles can be made in different lengths 
and shapes to address a variety of animal sizes and situations. 

 
For the first layer, thoroughly cover both tines with a 
rugged material to prevent the dog’s teeth from touching 
the metal.  This can be PVC tubing, automotive heater 
hose or many layers of bicycle inner tubing.  Reinforce 
this first layer with duct tape then add the second layer 
with closed-cell foam. (Closed-cell 
foam does not soak up water.)  The 

easiest foam to work with in the U.S. is pipe insulation 
shaped like a long tube.  Then add many, many layers of duct 
tape as tight as possible.  Don’t forget to cover the ends well.  
There should be no place where you can feel the metal of the 
tines.  The padding and tape will protect the animal’s teeth 
when they bite on the pole. 

 
Y poles can also be purchased from  

Global Wildlife Resources. 
 

For more information on the Y pole and how to use it,  
visit our Y Pole webpage,  

our Feral Dog Blog, and our YouTube	Channel:	GWRFeralDog 
Questions?  Contact Mark Johnson DVM at mjohnson@wildliferesources.com	


